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Self-Help Center / Family Law Facilitator’s Office   Superior Court of California, County of San Luis Obispo 
www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help     www.slo.courts.ca.gov/  

DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 
General Overview of Process 

1 
 

COMPLETE 
FORMS  

Complete the following forms to start case: 
● FL-110 Summons 
● FL-100 Petition 
● FL-160 Separate Property Declaration 
● FL-160 Community Property Declaration 
● FL-311 Custody Visitation Attachment if there are minor children 
● FL-105 UCCJEA if there are minor children 
● FL013 Statement of Venue 
● FL-150 Income & Expense Declaration with last 2 months of payroll stubs 
● FL-140 Declaration of Disclosure (complete, but do not file) 

2 
MAKE COPIES 
& FILE FORMS 

 
File your forms to get a case number.  The following options exist to file your forms: 

 eFile   Drop box  Mail  In Person Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
If you eFile, the Court will email you a copy of the filed forms with your case number. 
 
If you use the drop box, mail or in person option, you must file the originals with 2 copies and a 
self-addressed stamped envelope.  If you prefer that the Court email you a copy of the filed 
forms, then you must file only the original forms along with a completed Electronic Consent 
Form so the Court may email you a filed copy of your forms. 
 
You must also pay the filing fee if you did not request a fee waiver. 

 
3 

GIVE SPOUSE 
COPY OF 
FORMS 

Your spouse must receive a copy of all the completed forms listed above, ownership papers and 
account statements on page 4 of the FL-160, Notice of Case Assignment & Status Conference 
and the following blank forms FL-120 Response, FL-140 Declaration of Disclosure, FL-150 Income 
& Expense Declaration, and FL-160 Property Declaration.  If there are minor kids, your spouse 
must also receive a blank FL-105 UCCJEA.  The person giving your spouse these papers could be a 
friend, relative, private process server, or a Sheriff.  The person who personally gives the forms 
to your spouse must be 18 years or older and cannot be you. The person who gives the papers to 
your spouse must sign and complete the FL-115 Proof of Service of Summons and return it to 
you so that you may file the original FL-115 form with the Court. 

4 WAIT 30 DAYS 

 
Wait 30 days after the papers were given to your spouse.  If your spouse decides to file an FL-
120 Response, a copy of it should have been mailed to you. 

5 PARENTING 
CLASS 

If you have minor kids, you must complete the online parenting class about the impact of 
divorce on kids.  The class is free. Sign up at http://parenting.familieschange.ca.gov/. 

6 

COMPLETE 
FINANCIAL 

DISCLOSURE & 
DECIDE HOW 

TO FINISH 
CASE.  CHOOSE 

A, B or C 

A.  Default:  If no FL-
120 Response was 
filed you may request 
the orders in your FL-
100 Petition in a 
Default Judgment.  
You must give your 
spouse your 
Preliminary 
Declaration of 
Disclosure. 

B.  Uncontested: If you and your 
spouse agree to everything, you 
may file a Stipulated Judgment 
or Marital Settlement 
Agreement.  Both parties must 
exchange Preliminary 
Declarations of Disclosure. The 
Final Declaration of Disclosure 
may be waived if there are no 
changes to the Preliminary 
information. 

C. Trial:  If an FL-120 Response was 
filed and no agreement is reached, 
then a trial date must be requested, 
and the judge will decide all the 
issues.  Before trial, both parties 
must exchange Preliminary and 
Final Declarations of Disclosure.  
Before your trial date, if there are 
minor children, you must schedule a 
child custody mediation by calling 
(805) 706-3608. 

7 PREPARE YOUR 
JUDGMENT 

You will need to prepare your final judgment and other necessary forms.  When the judge signs 
your final judgment, your case will be completed. 

http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help
http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl110.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl100.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl160.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl160.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl311.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl105.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/fl013.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl150.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl140.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/online-services/online-case-filing
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Family_FAQ.pdf?1597692902502=
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Family_FAQ.pdf?1597692902502=
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/divisions/civil
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Electronic-Consent.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Electronic-Consent.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl120.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl140.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl150.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl160.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl105.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl115.pdf
http://parenting.familieschange.ca.gov/
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help/family-law/divorce/finish-divorce-case/finish-divorce-case-default
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help/family-law/divorce/finish-divorce-case/finish-divorce-case-uncontested
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help/family-law/divorce/finish-divorce-case/finish-divorce-case-trial
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WHERE TO GET HELP: 

 Self-Help Center:  To schedule a telephone appointment for a document review or to register for our Zoom 
webinar go to https://calendly.com/self-help-center/ or call (805) 706-3617. Visit our website for more 
information at https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help/family-law/divorce/start-divorce-case. 
 

 30-minute video: View property video about the mandatory financial disclosure forms that LA Superior Court 
produced at  https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html. 
 

 Online Form Preparation: This program will ask you to answer questions.  The answers you give will be used 
to complete the forms needed to start case.  This program will allow you to print or eFile your forms.   
Go to http://california.tylerhost.net/SRL/SRL/Start?legalProcessKey=DivorceSeparationNullity_Full.   
 
WHERE TO GET FORMS: 

 Internet:  For free, click on the hyperlinks in these instructions or go to www.courts.ca.gov and hover over 
“Forms & Rules” and then click on “Find Your Court Forms” and type in the form number or name. 

 Court Clerk’s Office:  For $5, you may purchase a packet of blank forms. 
 
COSTS INVOLVED:  $435 filing fee for filing the FL-100 Petition.  If you cannot afford to pay the filing fees, you 
may request a fee waiver by completing the following forms: 

  FW-001 Request to Waive Court Fees 
  FW-003 Order on Court Fee Waiver  

 
HELPFUL TIPS: 

 Self-Help Website at www.slo.courts.ca.gov has more instructions and sample forms to view. 
 Petitioner & Respondent - If you are filing the FL-100 Petition you will always be the Petitioner and your 

spouse will be the Respondent. 
 The forms may be handwritten in blue or black ink. 
 Date of Separation is the date that in your mind you knew the marriage was over and you did something to 

show that you no longer wanted to be married. 
 Separate Property is any asset or debt that was purchased or incurred before your date of marriage or after 

your date of separation and will be listed on the FL-160 Separate Property Declaration.  
 Community Property is any asset or debt that was purchased or incurred after your date of marriage and before 

your date of separation and will be listed on the FL-160 Community Property Declaration. 
 Pension Retirement Plans:  A pension can be the most valuable asset acquired during the marriage or domestic 

partnership. There are very specific and technical rules that apply to pensions, and you should get legal advice from a 
lawyer to protect your pension interest.  You may need additional documents including a pension joinder and 
Qualified Domestic Relations Order before a judge will divide the pension. A QDRO is an extremely complicated legal 
document and if you make a mistake, there can be harmful results. 

 Preliminary & Final Declaration of Disclosure: California law requires that you and your spouse give each other 
written information about all the income, expenses, assets, and debts that you know to exist. With this information 
you can divide your assets and debts equally and make reasonable decisions about support. If you leave anything out, 
either by mistake or on purpose, your property division may not be accepted by the court and your case may be 
reopened or changed. 

 Legal Custody is the parents’ right to make the decisions about the child’s health, education, and welfare. 
 Physical Custody deals with who the child will primarily live with. 
 Visitation is the time that the child spends with the parent who does not have physical custody. 
 Child Support: To determine the amount of guideline child support that the Court may order in your case, 

visit https://childsupport.ca.gov/guideline-calculator/.  
 Update Contact Information: Parties must serve and file MC-040 Notice of Change of Address or Other 

Contact Information to keep each other and the Court informed of their contact information. 
 Request for Status Conference: Parties may serve and file local form FL014 Request for Status Conference or 

Family Centered Case Resolution Conference to request a status conference. 

https://calendly.com/self-help-center/
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help/family-law/divorce/start-divorce-case
https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html
https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html
http://california.tylerhost.net/SRL/SRL/Start?legalProcessKey=DivorceSeparationNullity_Full
http://www.courts.ca.gov/
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fw001.pdf
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fw003.pdf
http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html
https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html
https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl318info.pdf
https://www.lacourt.org/selfhelpcourses/Dissolution_Orientation_Lesson4_Property/story.html
https://childsupport.ca.gov/guideline-calculator/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/mc040.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/documents/san-luis-obispo/Request_for_Status_and_or_Family_Centered_Case_Resolution_Conference.pdf?1601407753275
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