
W:\Forms\Legal\Instructions\Answer DCSS.doc   Revised 9/18/25 1 

Self-Help Center         Superior Court of California 
Family Law Facilitator Office        County of San Luis Obispo 
www.slo.courts.ca.gov           
 

ANSWER 
TO A DEPARATMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES CASE 

 
If you have been served with an FL-600 Summons and Complaint or Supplemental Complaint Regarding Parental 
Obligations, filed by the Department of Child Support Services asking to establish paternity of the children as well as a 
child support order, you have 30 days from the date you were served. Generally, you can admit or deny that you are the 
parent of the children. If you question paternity, then you can ask for genetic testing.  
 
If you do not respond within 30 days, the court may establish you as the legal parent without a genetic test 
(if parentage has not been established yet) and can order child support without your input. Once a court establishes you 
as a legal parent, it is very hard to undo that later, even with DNA tests showing you are not the biological parent. You 
can ask the Department of Child Support Services to arrange genetic testing at no cost to either parent. If the 
Department of Child Support Services does not agree to genetic testing, you can request the court to order the testing in 
your FL-610 Answer to Complaint or Supplemental Complaint Regarding Parental Obligations.  
 
If you agree that you are the child’s parent, you need to respond so you can provide information about your income to 
calculate child support. If you do not respond, the court may make orders about child support of your children based on 
the Department of Child Support Services or the other parent’s estimate of your income and without taking into account 
your individual situation.  
 

1 COMPLETE FORMS 
& MAKE COPIES 

Complete the following forms to respond: 
• FL-610 Answer to Complaint 

or Supplemental Complaint 
Regarding Parental Obligation 
If you believe you are not the child’s 
parent, or are not sure, and want to ask for 
genetic (DNA) test to make sure, you must 
check the box that says you are not the 
parent. 

• FL-150 Income and Expense Declaration 

• Respond to each request made by the 
other party in their Summons and 
Complaint or Supplemental Complaint 
Regarding Parental Obligation 

• Make 2 copies of the original 
documents. If you want the Self-Help 
Center to review your documents 
before you file, then do not make 
copies until after the Self-Help Center 
reviews your documents. 

 

2 FILE FORMS WITH 
THE COURT  

You must file the documents listed above within 30 days of receiving the FL-600 Summons 
and Complaint or Supplemental Complaint Regarding Parental Obligations. You have the 
following options to file your forms: 

• eFile 
• Drop box 
• Mail 
• In Person: check your courthouse counter filing hours 

 
If you use the drop box, mail or in person option, you must provide the originals along with 
the correct number of copies and a self-address stamped envelope so the Court can mail 
you a copy after the originals are filed. If you prefer that the Court email you a copy of the 
filed documents, you may complete and file the Electronic Consent Form so the Court can 
email you a filed copy of your documents. 
 

http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl600.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl610.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl610.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl150.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/online-services/online-case-filing
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Family_FAQ.pdf?1597692902502=
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Family_FAQ.pdf?1597692902502=
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/divisions/civil
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/system/files?file=electronic-consent.pdf&1597790349472=
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If you eFile, the Court will email you a copy of the filed documents once they are 
processed.   

3 
SERVE THE OTHER 
PARTY A COPY OF 

FORMS 

Someone who is 18 years or older must personally deliver or mail a copy of the filed FL-
610 Answer and the FL-150 Income and Expense Declaration to the Department of Child 
Support Services and the other parent. 
 
The person who delivers or mails the documents must complete, date, and sign the Proof 
of Service section of the original FL-610 Answer to Complaint or Supplemental Complaint 
Regarding Parental Obligation. If the server serves the documents in person, they must 
complete item 6.a. for Personal Delivery. If the server mails the documents, they must 
complete item 6.b. for Mail. 
 
Make a copy of the complete Proof of Service section of the FL-610 Answer for your 
records and file the original with the Court. 

 
WHERE TO GET FORMS: 
 

 Internet:  For free, you can log onto www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm and hover over “Forms & Rules” and then click on 
“Browse All Forms.”  You can locate the forms needed by the Family Law form group and then by form number. 

 Court Clerk’s Office:  For $5, you may go to any of the County Courthouses to purchase a packet of blank forms 
 

COSTS INVOLVED: 
 
Filing Fee: Generally, there is no filing fee to file the FL-610 Answer to Complaint or Supplemental Complaint Regarding Parental 
Obligation.  
 
IF YOU ASKED FOR PATERNITY TESTING, YOUR LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICS CASEWORKER WILL PROBABLY 
SET UP GENETIC (DNA) TESTING FOR YOU, THE CHILD, AND THE OTHER PARENT: 
 
Procedures vary from county to county, but in general, you will be scheduled to provide a DNA sample. The child and other 
parent will also be asked for DNA samples. Talk to your caseworker to make sure you know the procedure in your county. If your 
local Department of Child Support Services does not set up genetic testing for you and you have filed an Answer that says you 
are not the parent, you may ask the court for genetic testing when a hearing is set.  
 
AFTER THE PARTERNITY TEST RESULTS: 
 
If the DNA test says that there is a very high probability that the man tested is the child’s father, he has the option of agreeing to 
paternity by a stipulation or asking for a trial on the issue of paternity.  
 
If the DNA tests say there is a zero probability that the man tested is the child’s father, the case against that man will most likely 
be dismissed, or the court may actually make a finding and order that he is not the parent.  

 
IF YOU ADMIT YOU ARE THE FATHER: 
 
The local Department of Child Support Services caseworker will either request a court hearing for a child support order or will 
contact you to see if you can work out an agreement. However, if you have not filed an Answer in this case, the local 
Department of Child Support Services caseworker may enter an order on the child support issue without any input from you.  
 
 

 Child Support: Both parents are required to financially support the minor child.  Child support is the amount of money that 
one parent pays to the other to equalize the financial responsibility.  The amount of child support is arrived by inputting several 
numbers into a formula.  The main factors that are taken into consideration are: (1) Dad’s gross monthly income (2) Mom’s gross 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
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monthly income and (3) Percentage of time that is spent with the child.   The judge needs to know what you are claiming each of 
these numbers is and also how you arrived at those numbers.  Other facts that may considered: (1) the other parent’s ability to 
earn income, (2) the number of other biological children living with you (3) the amount of child care costs per month (4) the 
amount of rental income received (5) the amount of property taxes and mortgage interest paid per month and (6) the amount 
paid per month for health insurance premiums.  You may attach any supporting documentation to your declaration as exhibits.  
Be prepared for what the amount of child support might be.  Before you file your Answer, the Self-Help Center / Family Law 
Facilitator may help you calculate the amount of child support or you may go to https://childsupport.ca.gov/guideline-
calculator/ to calculate the child support amount on your own. 
 
 

https://childsupport.ca.gov/guideline-calculator/
https://childsupport.ca.gov/guideline-calculator/


FL-610
PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY OR ATTORNEY (Name, state bar number, and address): FOR COURT USE ONLY

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO. (Optional):

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

ATTORNEY FOR (Name):

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:

PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF:

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:

OTHER PARENT:

ANSWER TO COMPLAINT OR SUPPLEMENTAL COMPLAINT CASE NUMBER:

REGARDING PARENTAL OBLIGATIONS

YOU MUST FILE THIS ANSWER WITH THE COURT IF YOU WISH TO OPPOSE THE LAWSUIT

If you disagree with the proposed judgment attached to the Summons and Complaint, you must file this Answer

with the court clerk within 30 days of the date you were served with the Complaint. File the original Answer  with

the court clerk at the address for the superior court stated above and serve a copy on the local child support

agency. Keep a copy for your records.

1. PARENTAGE: I am the parent of the following children:

Name of child Date of Birth

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Additional children are listed on a page attached to this Answer.

2. I request genetic testing to determine parentage be done for all children for whom I have checked a "No" box above. I understand

that the local child support agency will pay for the cost of the testing now, but that I may have to repay those costs if the court

decides that I am the parent.

3. CHILD SUPPORT

a. I agree to pay support as stated in the proposed judgment.

b. I disagree with the support requested. Attached is my completed Income and Expense Declaration (form FL-150) or

Financial Statement (Simplified) (form FL-155). NOTE: You can file this Answer without either of these forms.

4. I disagree with the proposed judgment for the following reasons (specify):
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(Governmental)

 
 
 
 
 
 








Sam Smith

333 Oak Street
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408

(805) 555-5555
SamSample@gmail.com

Respondent Self-Represented
San Luis Obispo

1050 Monterey St., Room 220

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

County of San Luis Obispo
Sam Smith
Pat Sample

21FS1234

X Chad Sample 12/3/17

X

X

The amount of child support should be changed because the percentage 
of time and the incomes of both parents was entered incorrectly.

Ashley.Sletten
Text Box



PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF: CASE NUMBER:

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:

OTHER PARENT:

5. My address and telephone number for receipt of all notices and court dates until I file a change with the court and with

the local child support agency are as follows:

Address:

City and Zip Code:

Home Telephone:

Work Telephone:

E-mail Address (optional):

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF DECLARANT)

An adult other than you must complete the Proof of Service  below and provide a copy of this Answer  to the local

child support agency at the following address (specify):

PROOF OF SERVICE
6. I am at least 18 years of age, and not a party to this action. I served this  Answer  and any other forms filed with the  Answer

on the local child support agency and any other party required to be served.

a. Personal delivery.  I personally delivered this  Answer  to an employee of the local child support agency as follows:

(1) Name of employee:

(2) Address where delivered:

(3) Date of delivery:

(4) Time of delivery:

b. Mail.  I deposited this  Answer  in the United States mail, in a sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid. I used first class

mail. The envelope was addressed and mailed as follows:

(1) Name:

(2) Address:

(3) Date of mailing:

(4) Place of mailing (city and state):

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF PERSON WHO SERVED ANSWER)

This case may be referred to a court commissioner for hearing. By law, court commissioners do not have the authority to issue

final orders and judgments in contested cases unless they are acting as temporary judges. The court commissioner in your

case will act as a temporary judge unless, before the hearing, you or any other party objects to the commissioner acting as a

temporary judge. The court commissioner may still hear your case to make findings and a recommended order. If you do not

like the recommended order, you must object to it within 10 court days in writing, (use Notice of Objection (Governmental),

(form FL-666); otherwise, the recommended order will become a final order of the Court.) If you object to the recommended

order, a judge will make a temporary order and set a new hearing.
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REGARDING PARENTAL OBLIGATIONS
(Governmental)

ANSWER TO COMPLAINT OR SUPPLEMENTAL COMPLAINT

FL-610





County of San Luis Obispo
Sam Smith 21FS1234
Pat Sample

333 Oak Street
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408
(805) 555-5555

SamSample@gmail.com

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 12/1/24

Sam Smith Sam Smith

1200 Monterey Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

X

Department of Child Support Services
1200 Monterey St.
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

12/2/24
San Luis Obispo, CA

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 12/2/24

Frank Friend Frank Friend



INFORMATION SHEET FOR ANSWER TO COMPLAINT

Please follow these instructions to complete the Answer to Complaint or Supplemental Complaint Regarding Parental

Obligations (form FL-610) if you do not have an attorney to represent you. Your attorney, if you have one, should

complete this form.

You must file the completed Answer and attachments with the court clerk within 30 days of the date you received the

Summons and Complaint (form FL-600). The address of the court clerk is the same as the one shown for the Superior

Court on the Summons and Complaint (form FL-600). You may have to pay a filing fee. If you cannot afford to pay the

filing fee, contact the court clerk to obtain forms to apply for a waiver of court fees. Keep two copies of the filed Answer
form and its attachments. Serve one copy on the local child support agency and keep the other copy for your
records. (See Information Sheet for Service of Process (form FL-611).)

Upon receipt of your filed Answer, the local child support agency will set a court hearing on this matter.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE ANSWER FORM (TYPE OR PRINT FORM IN BLACK INK):

Front page, first box, top of form, left side. Print your name, address, and telephone number in this box if they are not

already there.

1. For each child listed on the Answer form, you must check the "yes" box if you agree that you are that child's parent,

or check the "no" box if you do not think or are not sure whether you are that child's parent. You must write in the

name of each child listed in the Summons and Complaint (form FL-600) if your Answer form does not include the

names of any children.

NOTE: Checking the "no" box does not satisfy the requirements needed to request the court cancel (set aside) any

voluntary declaration of parentage or paternity which you may have signed or to request the court find a voluntary

declaration is void (invalid) (Fam. Code, §§ 7573.5, 7576, 7577). To make this request, you must file a Request for

Hearing and Application to Cancel (Set Aside) Voluntary Declaration of Parentage or Paternity (form FL-280).

2. If you have checked a "no" box in answer to number 1 above, you must request genetic testing to determine

whether you or the other parent is the parent. The local child support agency will tell you when and where to go for

the test. The local child support agency will pay for the cost of the test now. If the court decides the test shows

parentage as pleaded in the Complaint, you may have to repay this cost to the local child support agency.

3. a. Check this box if you agree to pay the support asked for in the proposed Judgment Regarding Parental

Obligations (form FL-630) that you received.

b. You should check this box if you do not agree to pay the support asked for in the proposed Judgment

Regarding Parental Obligations (form FL-630).

4. If you agree to pay the support asked for in the proposed Judgment Regarding Parental Obligations (form

FL-630) , but you disagree with the proposed judgment for another reason, you should check this box and write

your reasons in this space. If you have documents that prove your reasons for disagreeing with the
proposed Judgment, you should attach the documents to the Answer form.

5. You must list your address and phone numbers where you can receive all notices and court dates. You must

let the court know whenever your address changes. If the court does not have your current address, you may

not receive important notices that affect you.

You must date the Answer form, print your name, and sign the form under a penalty of perjury. When you sign the

Answer form, you are stating that the information you have provided is true and correct.

Instructions for how to complete the Proof of Service section of the Answer form are in the Information Sheet for Service

of Process (form FL-611). The person who serves the Answer and its attachments must fill out this section of the form.

You cannot serve your own Answer.
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REGARDING PARENTAL OBLIGATIONS
(Governmental)

ANSWER TO COMPLAINT OR SUPPLEMENTAL COMPLAINT

FL-610





21FS1234
County of San Luis Obispo
Sam Smith
Pat Sample



County of San Luis
Sam Smith
Pat Sample

21FS1234



County of San Luis
Sam Smith
Pat Sample

21FS1234


	Answer to DCSS Instructions Only.pdf
	CEB Essential Forms (008).pdf
	CEB Essential Forms (005).pdf



