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STEPPARENT ADOPTION 
Written Agreement By All Parents 

If the other parent does not want to sign a consent form, you will need to follow different instructions. 

1 
 

COMPLETE COURT 
FORMS 

• ADOPT-200 Adoption Request (one form per child) 
• ADOPT-210 Adoption Agreement (complete but do not sign) 
• ADOPT-215 Adoption Order 
• VS 44 Court Report of Adoption (complete part 1 and 2) 
• AD 2 Consent To Adoption By Parent Retaining Custody (must be signed in front of a 

court investigator, court clerk or a notary) 
• AD 2A/2B Consent To Adoption By A Parent In Or Outside Of California Giving Custody 

To Husband Or Wife Or Domestic Partner Of Other Parent or AD 2D Parent in the 
Armed Forces 

• AD 01 Financial Statement 
• ICWA-010(A) Indian Child Inquiry Attachment 
• ICWA-020 Parental Notification Of Indian Status 

 

2 TAKE FORMS TO 
COURT 

Take the completed forms to the Court Clerk. The court will charge between $20 - 325 
based on the annual gross family income. If you are requesting to adopt more than 
one child, an additional $20 is charged per child. The forms can be filed at the Court 
Clerk’s Office in San Luis Obispo at 1050 Monterey St, Rm 220 or in Paso Robles at 901 
Park St. 

3 
 MAIL COMPLETE 

QUESTIONNAIRE AND 
DOCUMENTS TO 

COURT INVESTIGATOR 

Call Family Court Services at (805) 706-3608 after you turn in the documents listed in Step 1.  
The Court will mail you a questionnaire to complete.  This questionnaire is also available 
online at https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/dv/familycourt.htm. 
 
The court investigator will also need certified copies of the following documents:  
• The child’s birth certificate; 
• Marriage license for Petitioner (stepparent) and his or her spouse (parent retaining 

custody) or Certificate of  Domestic Partnership; 
• Death certificate of absent parent, if applicable; 
• Final Judgments of Dissolution from prior marriages, if any, of either Petitioner or 

Petitioner’s spouse/partner; 
• Any court order awarding custody of the child to Petitioner’s spouse/partner (e.g., the 

minor’s natural parent);  
• Any Order Terminating Parental Rights or Order Declaring Minor Free from Parental 

Custody and Control, if one has been obtained in another court proceeding.  
Mail the completed questionnaire and certified copies of documents listed above to the 
Family Court Services Office at 1035 Palm St., Room 385, San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 or 901 
Park St., Paso Robles, CA 93446.  If you have questions, you may call the Family Court 
Services Office at (805) 706-3608. 
The court investigator will write a report that gives important information to the judge 
about the adopting parent and the child.  If the appropriate documentation is not provided, 
the court investigator will report to the court that she is unable to complete the 
investigation which will delay your case. 

4 REQUEST A  
HEARING DATE 

You will receive a copy of the court investigator’s report in the mail.  After you receive it, 
you may go to court in person to request a hearing date.  Be sure to bring your photo ID 
when coming to court to request a hearing date. 

Superior Court of California 
County of San Luis Obispo 

www.slo.courts.ca.gov 
 

 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/adopt200.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/adopt210.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/adopt215.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/CDPH%20Document%20Library/ControlledForms/VS44.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/english/ad2.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/english/ad2a2b.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/english/ad2d.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/ad01.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/icwa010a.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/icwa020.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/dv/familycourt.htm
http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/
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6 
  

ATTEND THE HEARING 

The stepparent, the custodial parent and the child must go to the Adoption Hearing. When 
you get inside the courtroom, please let the clerk in the courtroom know that you are 
present.  
 
You may bring a camera if you want a photo with you and your child with the judge. You 
may also bring friends and relatives.  

7  
OBTAIN A NEW  

BIRTH CERTIFICATE 

After the adoption has been approved by the court, you will get a new birth certificate for 
the child. This process is initiated by the court. The clerk submits the Court Report of 
Adoption to the Office of Vital Records in Sacramento, which supervises the preparation of 
the new birth certificate. It takes the Office of Vital Records about 7 months to process the 
request. A certified copy will be sent to the address listed on the Court Report of Adoption 
when it is ready.  
 
If you don’t want to have a new birth certificate established, you can make that request to 
the Office of Vital Records. The telephone number for the Office of Vital Records is (916) 
445-268. 

 
WHERE TO GET FORMS: 

 Internet:  For free, click on the hyperlinks in these instructions. 
 

 Certified Copy of Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates 
They can be obtained from the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office in the County of the State in which the birth, 
death or marriage occurred. The County Clerk-Recorder’s Office is located at the Government Center, 1055 
Monterey St., Suite D120, San Luis Obispo, CA 93408.  

 
 Certified Copy of Certificate of Domestic Partnership 
A certified copy of your Certificate of Domestic Partnership can be obtained by making a written request that 
includes both partners’ names to the Secretary of State, Business Programs Division, % Special Filings, P.O. Box 
942877, Sacramento, CA 94277-0001. A fee of $6 must be included with the request. The Secretary of State-
Domestic Partners Registry may be contacted at (916) 653-3984. 

 
 Certified Copy of Divorce Judgments, Custody Orders or Order Terminating Parental Rights 
They can be obtained from the court that entered the order. 
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