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Self-Help Center      Superior Court of California 
Family Law Facilitator Office     County of San Luis Obispo 
www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help    www.slo.courts.ca.gov  
 

Response to Petition to Determine Parental Relationship OR Petition for Custody & Support  
General Overview of Process 

 

1 

 
COMPLETE 

PAPERS 

& 

MAKE COPIES 

Complete the following forms within 30 days from the date you were given the FL-200 Petition 
to Establish Parental Relationship or FL-260 Petition for Custody and Support: 

• Response  
o FL-220 Response if responding to FL-200 Petition to Determine Parental Relationship 
OR 
o FL-270 Response if responding to FL-260 Petition for Custody and Support 

• FL-311 Custody Visitation Attachment (optional) 

• FL-105 UCCJEA 

• FW-001 Request to Waive Court Fees 

• FW-003 Order on Court Fee Waiver 
 
Make 2 copies of all completed original documents. Original is for the Court, one copy is for you 
and the other copy is for the other party. 

2 
       

MAIL COPY TO 
OTHER PARTY & 

COMPLETE 
PROOF OF 
SERVICE 

 

Someone who is 18 years or older must mail to the other party a copy of the completed 
documents listed above; you cannot mail or deliver the documents. The legal papers should be 
mailed to the address listed on the other party’s legal papers. The person who mailed the 
documents to the other party must sign and complete an FL-335 Proof of Service by Mail. 

3 FILE ORIGINALS 

 
The following options exist to file your forms: 

 eFile  Drop box  Mail  In Person Monday through Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm. 
 
If you eFile, the Court will email you a copy of the filed forms. 
 
If you use the drop box, mail or in person option, you must file the originals listed in Step 1 and 
Step 2 with 1 copy and a self-addressed stamped envelope.  If you prefer that the Court email 
you a copy of the filed forms, then you must file only the original forms along with a completed 
Electronic Consent Form so the Court may email you a filed copy of your forms. 
 
You must also pay the filing fee if you did not request a fee waiver. 

4 PARENTING 
CLASS 

If you have minor kids, you must complete the online parenting class that deals with the impact 
of divorce on kids.  The class is free.  Sign up at http://parenting.familieschange.ca.gov/. 

5 
DECIDE HOW 
TO PROCEED 
WITH YOUR 

CASE 

A.  Uncontested: If you and the other 
party agree on all the issues in your 
case including child custody, visitation 
and child support then you may 
proceed as an uncontested matter.  
You will need to prepare a Stipulated 
Judgment and sign it in front of a 
notary.  

B. Trial:  If you and the other party do not agree on all 
the issues in your case then you will need to schedule 
a trial date so that the judge can decide all the issues 
including child custody, visitation and child support. 
Before your trial date, if there are minor children, you 
must also schedule a child custody and visitation 
mediation appointment by calling (805) 706-3608. 

6 
PREPARE YOUR 

FINAL 
JUDGMENT 

You will need to prepare your final judgment along with other necessary documents.  When the 
judge signs your final judgment, your case will be finalized.   

http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/self-help
http://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl220.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl270.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl311.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl105.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fw001.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fw003.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl335.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/online-services/online-case-filing
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Family_FAQ.pdf?1597692902502=
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Family_FAQ.pdf?1597692902502=
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/divisions/civil
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Electronic-Consent.pdf
http://parenting.familieschange.ca.gov/
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COMPLETE FORMS: 
 
An FL-220 or FL-270 Response must be completed and filed within 30 days from the date you were served 
with a copy of the FL-200 Petition to Establish Parental Relationship or FL-260 Petition for Custody and 
Support.  If you do not file a Response within 30 days, the other side may move the case forward without 
you.  If it has been more than 30 days since you were served, you still may be able to file your Response, so 
long as the other side has not yet filed the FL-165 Request to Enter Default. 
 
WHERE TO GET HELP: 

 Self-Help Center:  To schedule a telephone appointment for a document review or to register for our 
Zoom webinar go to https://calendly.com/self-help-center/ or call (805) 706-3617. Visit the California Courts 
Self-Help website for more information about FL-220 or FL-270 Response at 
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm or https://www.courts.ca.gov/1203.htm.   
 
WHERE TO GET FORMS: 

 Internet:  For free, click on the hyperlinks in these instructions or go to www.courts.ca.gov, click on 
“Forms & Rules” and then click on “Find Your Court Forms” and type in the form number or name. 

 Court Clerk’s Office:  For $5, you may purchase a packet of blank forms. 
 
COSTS INVOLVED: $435 filing fee for filing the FL-220 or FL-270 Response.  If you cannot afford to pay 
the filing fee, you may request for a fee waiver by completing the following forms: 

  FW-001 Request to Waive Court Fees 
  FW-003 Order on Court Fee Waiver 

 
HELPFUL TIPS: 
 

  Petitioner & Respondent - If you are filing the FL-220 or FL-270 Response you will always be the 
Respondent in this case and the other party will be called the Petitioner. 

  The forms may be typed or handwritten in blue or black ink. 
  Legal Custody: Legal custody deals with the parents’ right to make the decisions relating to the 

child’s health, education and welfare.  One or both parents can have legal custody.  If both parents are 
making decisions about the child it is called joint legal custody. 

 Physical Custody: Physical custody deals with the days and times that the child will spend with 
each parent.  If the child primarily lives with one parent it is called physical custody.  If you are 
requesting that both parents spend a substantial period of time with the child, it is called Joint Physical 
Custody. 

 Visitation: Visitation is the time that the child spends with the parent the child does not primarily 
live with.  The options are (1) Reasonable Visitation (2) Specific Visitation Schedule (3) Supervised 
Visitation. 

 Child Support: To determine the amount of guideline child support that the Court may order in 
your case, visit www.childsupport.ca.gov and click on Calculate Child Support. 

 Notice of Related Case: If another cases exists that involves the same parties and issues like child 
custody, support or restraining orders then a CM-015 Notice of Related Case should be filed. 

 Update Contact Information: Parties must serve and file MC-040 Notice of Change of Address or 
Other Contact Information to keep each other and the court informed of their contact information. 

 Request for Status Conference: Parties may serve and file local form FL014 Request for Status 
Conference or Family Centered Case Resolution Conference to request a conference earlier than or in 
addition to any conference scheduled by the court. 

https://calendly.com/self-help-center/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1203.htm
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1203.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fw001.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fw003.pdf
http://www.childsupport.ca.gov/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/cm015.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/mc040.pdf
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/slo2/default/documents/Request_for_Status_and_or_Family_Centered_Case_Resolution_Conference.pdf
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